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The consternation around us is general. The despond-
ency still greater. But / look forward with hope, our
troops are again collecting and altho' the poor citizens
are dishearten'd by the fate of their city, the rest of
the army are still willing to fight. Universal execration
follows Armstrong, who it is believed never wished to
defend the city and I was assured that had he pass'd thro'
the city the day after the engagement, he would have
been torn to pieces. The district certainly was not in a
state of preparation, whether from want of ability or
want of inclination on the part of the administration we
can not know. The city was capable of defence and
ought to have been defended, But we will retrieve, yes
I trust we will retrieve our character and restore our cap-
ital. Oh that I a feeble woman could do something!
This is not the first capital of a great empire, that has
been invaded and conflagrated; Rome was reduced still
lower by the Goths of old, than we are, and when its sen-
ate proposed removing the seat of government, they were
answered, Romans would never be driven from their
homes, Rome should never be destroyed. May a Roman
spirit animate our people, and the Roman example be
followed by the Americans. Meanwhile, you will ask
for some domestic details. We are in that state of con-
fusion, which with our clothes and furniture all re-
moved you may imagine., Mrs. Brush and Mrs. Gram-
mar (E. Doyne) are added to our family. Every hour
brings a different rumour; we know not what to believe
and scarcely what to hope. We are determined how-
ever not again to quit the house, but to run all risques
here, as we find our enemy not so ferocious as we ex-
pected and that property is much endanger'd by quitting
it. I shall persuade Ann to go to Brookville and take
the children, if more alarming intelligence arrives. I am carrying off cattle &c. I have con-you see I am quite harmless, don't be afraid, I will take
